
various areas of the city with maximum directness is the

radial-loop system. This system consists of several functional
elements -radial streets, crosstown streets, loop system streets,
and bypasses (See Figure 1)

.

Radial streets provide for traffic movement between points
located in the outskirts of the city and the central area.
This is a major traffic movement in most cities, and the econ-
omic strength of the central business district depends upon the
adequacy of this type of thoroughfare.

If all radial streets crossed in the central area, an.
intolerable congestion problem would result. To avoid this
problem, it is very important to have a system of crosstown
streets which form a loop around the central business district

.

This system allows traffic moving from origins on one side of
the central area to destinations on the other to follow the
area's border and allows central area traffic to circle and
then enter the area near a given destination. The effect of
a good crosstown system is to free the central area of cross-
town traffic, thus permitting the central area to function
more adequately in its role as a pedestrian shopping area.

Loop system streets move traffic between suburban areas
of the city. Although a loop may completely encircle the
city, a typical trip may be from an origin near a radial
thoroughfare to a destination near another radial thorough-
fare. Loop streets do not necessarily carry heavy volumes
of traffic, but they function to help relieve central areas.
There may be one or more loops, depending on the size of the
urban area, and they are generally spaced one-half mile to
one mile apart, depending on the intensity of land use.

A bypass is designed to carry traffic through or around
the urban area, thus providing relief to the city street
system by removing from it traffic which has no desire to be
in the city. Bypasses are usually designed to through high-
way standards, with control of access. Occasionally a bypass
with low traffic volume can be designed to function as a
portion of an urban loop. The general effect of bypasses is
to expedite the movement of through traffic and to improve
traffic conditions within the city. By freeing the local
streets for use by shopping and home-to-work traffic, bypasses
tend to increase the economic vitality of the local area.


